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Herefordshire SACRE News – Autumn Term 2023 

The role of SACRE is to create and monitor the agreed syllabus for RE in our local area, and to advise the 
local authority on matters relating to the provision and quality of RE and school collective worship.  SACRE 
is eager to respond to teacher-needs and school requests for RE help.  
National RE news for teachers and SACRE members 
This paper is a short digest of some useful items of interest about RE in the autumn term 2023. Wherever 
possible we have provided hotlinks to additional web-based resources. 

Open letter from over 30 Parliamentarians 
An Open Letter was published on the 18th September by the Daily Telegraph. More than 30 MPs and peers 
have written to the Education Secretary, highlighting that school pupils receive tokenistic religious 
education or none. The MPs are blaming this on a lack of trained teachers and funding for the poor quality 
of religious education. They argue that this lack of education leaves children ill-prepared to understand 
their own and others' worldviews, hindering their ability to participate in society. Link to the letter 

 
NATRE provide evidence at Education Select committee enquiry session 
NATRE, along with 3 other subject associations, were invited to speak to a session of the Education Select 
Committee to support their enquiry into Recruitment and retention of teachers. Deborah Weston, NATRE 
Research Officer and Chair of the RE policy unit (Joint group made up of NATRE, REC, RE Today), gave 
evidence in the two hour session. 

The session can be viewed here 

The TES wrote about the session in which D&T teachers 'rummage in skips' for materials, MPs told | Tes  
Deborah Weston is quoted:  

‘Deborah Weston, research officer at the National Association of Teachers of Religious Education, 
told MPs that “schools are very inflexible places”. She said that the “pressures on headteachers are 
so significant in terms of accountability...that there’s a nervousness about taking people on part 
time”. Ms Weston also argued for an increase in the provision of part-time training to become a 
teacher, arguing that this could boost recruitment and retention.’ 

 

Recruitment crisis in teaching and especially in secondary RE 
London, 6th March, 2023: A campaign to attract a new generation of RE teachers has kicked off with 
teaching groups, religious organisations and parliamentarians stressing the importance of the subject for 
preparing students for life in modern Britain. 

As of January, UCAS data show that teacher recruitment for all subjects is down 22% from last year. 
However RE stands out, being down a third of applicants from the last recruitment cycle. 

Government inaction over recruiting teachers to RE has been blamed. The Department for Education (DfE) 
has so far missed its target for the recruitment of RE teachers in nine of the last ten years. 

Despite this year’s fall in applicants, the subject continues to grow in popularity. Over the last five years 
entries to the GCSE have stood around an average of 250,000 with entries to the full course GCSE rising by 
30% over the last decade. 

The recruitment campaign – entitled ‘Beyond the Ordinary’ - draws attention to the academic and 
knowledge rich approach of the subject to life’s big questions, and will seek to attract a set of talented 
graduates up to the task of getting young people to grips with the complex nature of modern belief. 
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Kathryn Wright, Chief Executive Officer of Culham St Gabriel’s Trust, which is supporting the campaign, 
said: “Religious education is an important curriculum subject enabling children and young people to 
navigate our complex multi religious, multi secular society. Everyone has a worldview, and it’s important 
we prepare young people to become free thinking, critical participants in public discourse, who can make 
informed judgements about matters of religion or belief and reflect meaningfully on the big questions in 
life.” 

We are looking for ambitious graduates from a range of humanities and social science subjects who can 
deliver an academic and rigorous curriculum aimed at getting young people to think critically about their 
own beliefs and those of others.” 

Anyone looking for more information about training to be a RE teacher should 
visit https://www.cstg.org.uk/campaigns/teacher-recruitment/becoming-a-teacher 

 

DfE announce bursary for secondary RE PGCE 
After much lobbying from the RE Policy Unit (RE Council, NATRE, RE Today, supported by Culham St 
Gabriel’s) and others in the RE community, the DfE have reinstated a £10,000 bursary for trainee RE 
teachers, for 2024-205.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-initial-teacher-training-itt/funding-initial-teacher-
training-itt-academic-year-2024-to-2025  

 

NATRE analysis of GCSE and A level Religious Studies data: National and 
regional variations  
The reports linked to below cover GCSE and A level RS in both England and Wales and reveal many 
similarities and some differences between the two nations in relation to trends over time. It is clear that 
the removal of the short course from performance tables has had a devastating impact on the number of 
children leaving school with a qualification in Religious Studies. In many cases, the loss of the short course 
has coincided with an increase in the number of schools reporting zero hours of timetable time for RE in 
year 11 in the school workforce data. At A level, entries have remained fairly stable over recent years in 
England but in Wales, there is a step decline, of around 33% since 2020. The reasons for this need further 
investigation. 

 A level West Midlands % A*-C 2023 76.7 % (Nat 79%)  
 Uptake in West Midlands 2.4% (Nat 1.88%) 
 GCSE West Midlands % Grade 9-4 2023 69.9% (Nat 72.2%)  
 GCSE Uptake West Midlands 27.2% (National Average 25.7%) 
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NATRE analysis of GCSE and A level examination data for Religious Studies reveals interesting variations 
between nations and regions 
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RE at the Party Political conferences 
In late September and Early October, teams of teachers from NATRE joined representatives from the 
Religious Education Council of England and Wales (REC), Culham St Gabriel's and RE Today in attending the 
Labour, Conservative and Liberal Democrat party conferences. 

NATRE says: This lobbying work that NATRE do on your behalf is really important because it enables us to 
take the voices of teachers and pupils to policy makers. At the party conferences, we shared the 
importance of high-quality RE for all pupils in all schools, talking about the need for a national standard in 
the subject, sharing constituency data related to RE with MPs, SACRE members, local councillors and party 
members and talking about what high-quality RE looks like in Primary and Secondary classrooms. 

As an election comes round, please talk to your candidates when they come to your door and write to them 
about supporting RE. Your Voice Matters: NATRE's Call to Action to ask your MP to meet us now! 

Westhill Awards 2024-25 
NASACRE is once again joining with Westhill to offer awards of up to £4000 for innovative and enduring 
projects. Any project should offer young people meaningful opportunities to engage in compelling learning 
experiences in RE (or Collective Worship), within the broad theme of “education into diversity”. 
 
Any SACRE wishing to submit an application is strongly advised to review the briefing notes which 
accompany the application form. There is a webinar on 16th October which will look at the application 
process and give interested SACREs an opportunity to hear from past winners. The application form and the 
notes can be found and downloaded here.  

Training, networking, and other support 
Global Neighbours: school awards from Christian Aid 
The Global Neighbours accreditation scheme is an award scheme for schools run by the charity Christian 
Aid, in partnership with the Church of England Education Office. It is open to all primary schools and has 
recently expanded into secondary schools too. The scheme has been has been running for five years and 
celebrates the development of global citizenship and courageous advocacy in schools. Its aim is to 
encourage a deeper understanding of the world and for young people to be empowered to engage with 
and respond to global issues. 

Schools can apply for a bronze, silver or gold award. To achieve accreditation, schools must demonstrate 
how they are fulfilling criteria relating to:  

 Leadership, vision and values 
 Teaching and learning 
 Collective worship and spiritual development 
 Pupil participation in active global citizenship 
 Community engagement 

For more information please contact Alison Brown (Global Neighbours Schools Programme Officer):  
abrown@christian-aid.org 
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RE Hubs – Website now live!  
 

  

The West Midlands hub is led by Chris Giles. 

Culham St Gabriel’s launch FREE new self-study course 
Digging Deeper: Subject Knowledge, this short, self-study course builds on the introduction level course and 
is available for FREE. Find out more here: Culham St Gabriel's Trust Moodle (cstg.org.uk)  

Understanding Humanism launches new animation and free resources 
Understanding Humanism has launched a NEW animation 'One Life, live it well' voiced by author and 
presenter, Alice Roberts. Accompanied by classroom activities, this simple but beautiful animation 
illustrates how humanists try to approach life: One Life, Live It Well: watch our new animation narrated by 
Alice Roberts » Understanding Humanism  They also have available new FREE resources for children in early 
years, and the stories of four amazing humanist women who changed the world. 

Free webinars for primary and secondary ECTs – a taster for NATRE ECT 
membership 
Early Career Teachers have access to a range of free support through a series of online sessions. ‘Café’ 
sessions give you a chance to talk with experienced teachers and experts from different worldview 
backgrounds. The taught sessions offer expert input with a focus on practical classroom strategies.  

Date – All Mondays 
4.00-5.30pm 

Speaker Topic 

11 September 2023 
Deborah Weston plus an 
expert panel 

Café NATRE: Subject knowledge: Hindu Dharma 

9 October 2023 Lat Blaylock Progressive teaching about Islam and Muslims 

13 November 2023 
Deborah Weston plus an 
expert panel 

Café NATRE: Subject knowledge Humanism 

11 December 2023 Stephen Pett Exploring Buddhist worldviews 
8 January 2024 Lat Blaylock Teaching Sikh worldviews 

5 February 2024 
Deborah Weston plus an 
expert panel 

Café NATRE: Curriculum Design 

11 March 2024 Stephen Pett Exploring Jewish worldviews 

8 April 2024 
Deborah Weston plus an 
expert panel 

Café NATRE: Pagan traditions 

13 May 2024 Lat Blaylock Using film to deepen learning in RE 

10 June 2024 Fiona Moss 
Café NATRE: Getting the most from your NATRE 
membership 

8 July 2024 Stephen Pett Using a worldviews approach in RE 
ECT webinars booking link https://www.natre.org.uk/membership/early-careers-teachers/ect-free-
monthly-webinar/   

RE Hubs website is now live at www.re-hubs.uk. RE Hubs aim to connect 
those who can provide resources with those who need them and create a 
neutral platform being RE professionals together. 
 
Many organisations serve RE/RVE/R&W education in the UK, from places of 
worship and school speakers to CPD partnerships and resource providers. 
However, until now, there hasn't been a single place to equip, enable, and 
signpost everyone within the community. 
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NATRE: new membership packages! 
NATRE is the largest membership organisation that 
promotes, defends and supports RE teachers and RE 
teaching. It does this through producing high-quality 
resources and CPD, lobbying government, being 
involved in conversations with the DfE and Ofsted, 
Local Authorities and SACREs, telling teachers’ stories 
and experiences and being a voice for all teachers.  

Membership packages for students, ECTs, teachers, 
schools, RE professionals and RE enthusiasts!  

Details: www.natre.org.uk/membership  

BBC expands early years RE resources 
There are new resources for 4- and 5-year-olds for RE / RME and RVE from BBC Bitesize Reception. These 
include some simple craft activities and some recipes for festive food with clear and simple ideas to bring 
the world of religion alive for small children.  

The subject is connected to work in the fields of expressive arts and design, helping pupils with their 
understanding of the world particularly in the field of religion and belief.  

These new materials cover Christmas, Easter, Eid Al Adha, Vaisakhi, Divali and more and have now gone 
live. They include video clips made for the age group, activity sheets and information for teacher-use.  

Lat Blaylock, who contributed to the work says: ‘I’m really pleased to see that BBC have made such a 
diverse and well thought out contribution to Early Years learning about religion and belief. Teachers will 
find this is a little treasure trove.’ 

Here is a link:  www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z24kqyc   Religions, festivals and celebrations   

 
News update curated by RE Today Services 
October 2023 


